Legislative Records Research Guide
Legislative materials exist in a variety of forms: bills, acts, resolves, and legislative records. The
Archives retains both the "original papers" and the printed "legislative documents." In addition,
various reports, messages, and studies may be found among the legislative business papers.
The Legislature publishes a verbatim record of the proceedings of both House and Senate,
which provides an excellent source of information on the debates in each branch during the
regular and special sessions of the Legislature. The Legislative Record was first published in
1897. There are no official publications of the State which fully report the debates of the
Legislature prior to that date.
Legislative Records are routinely transferred to the Maine State Archives at the end of each
biennium for research use. The confidentiality of individual legislator files in the Office of
Legislative Research is protected by statute during the biennium in which they are created; and
information from the files may not be disclosed by the Office except with the express
authorization of the legislator.

Legislative Journals
The proceedings of the Senate and House of Representatives are recorded in the Journals of the
respective branches of the Legislature. The journals were produced annually from 1820-1880;
biennially, from 1881-1975; and annually from 1977. The Archives holds the manuscript copies
of these journals. The journals were also published from the mid-1850s until 1925.

Legislation
The Archives holds a complete set of legislation from the Maine State Legislature from 1820
until the last complete legislature. These records are found in three sets.
•
•
•

Original drafts of the acts and resolves which were passed by the Legislature, with
related papers and documents, including petitions, amendments, reports.
Original engrossed copies of enacted bill. Signed by the Speaker of the House, President
of the Senate and the Governor.
Bills that were not enacted, also known as the "Legislative Graveyard", contains drafts of
the acts and resolves and various reports and communications.

Files created by the Legislature while in session
Reports, Communications and Messages
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Communications to the Legislature from the Governor, Commissioners and others in State
Government.
Committee Files
Files created by the committees of the Legislature. Organized by session and committee
Legislative Commissions, Authorities and Boards
Meeting minutes, reports and other materials created by commissions, authorities and boards
created by the legislature.
Roll Calls
Records of how legislators voted during regular, special and confirmation sessions
Legislative Studies and Research
Research into the diverse problems undertaken by the Legislature or by its authority are
generally made available in the form of written reports made available to the public through
the State Law Library, Joint Standing Committees or Legislative Staff Offices.

Other Media
Images
Photographs of both chambers of the legislature (not a complete set) and some individual
legislators
Audio and Video Recordings
A selection of recording from legislative sessions.

Resources
Other resources to find information about legislative records:
Maine Law and Legislative Research Library (LLRL)
LLRL is a nonpartisan office of the Maine State Legislature. The Library collects legal and
governmental information, research and resources.
Maine State Library (MSL)
The Maine State library collects state publications including annual reports from the Executive
Department. The Library also collects town annual reports. They also keep the Kennebec
Journal, the state’s Newspaper for publishing information on the legislature.
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